Q.  What fellowship programs need to be coordinated with the GME Office?

A.  There are several types of fellowships supported within the School of Medicine – 
1. ACGME accredited fellowships
1. Non-accredited clinical fellowships.
1. Non-accredited research fellowships

ACGME accredited fellowships – these programs go through normal review processes, just as the residency programs do.

Non-accredited clinical fellowships - If the fellows participate in any clinical work with patients – any clinical work – then the fellows must have an unrestricted Texas medical license or a TMB Physician-in-training (PIT) permit at the start of the fellowship.  If the fellow needs a PIT, then the program must be approved by the TMB.  TMB approval is based on the DIO certifying the educational quality of the program on the basis of an Internal Review. (Please contact the GME Office if you need the application form for this review process.) Because of these factors, this is the most time-consuming fellowship to support, and many departments choose to accept only trainees with full TMB licenses for these programs.  

Non-accredited research fellowships - if a fellowship is purely research – purely non-patient care research, no occasional “helping out” in clinic, no history taking, examination, therapy of patients on research protocols – then those fellows do not fall under the purview of the GME office. (There are other processes and requirements associated with these programs including the UTHSCSA Scope of Practice Policy – see HOP Policy 7.2.3 ‘Research Scope of Practice for Study Personnel’ at http://www.uthscsa.edu/hop2000/word/7.2.3.doc and contact the Office of Clinical Research for more information.   (A word to the wise - your Department must resist any temptation to call a fellowship, a ‘research fellowship,’ and yet have those fellows occasionally do some clinical work – that would be a significant compliance issue, especially if the fellow does not have an unrestricted license.)

Several useful links on our UTHSCSSA GME website:  
2.1.13. Processes for Non-ACGME Programs
            2.1.13.1. Checklist for Non-ACGMEPrograms 
            2.1.13.2. Non-ACGME Fellowship Information Form


