Best-Value Procurement
	Purchase Order No.: 
	     


An institution of higher education may acquire goods or services by the method that provides the best value to the institution, including:

1. Competitive Bidding;

2. Competitive Sealed Proposals;

3. A Catalogue Purchase;

4. A Group Purchasing Program; or

5. An Open Market Contract.

	In determining what is the best value to an institution of higher education, the institution shall consider:



	1. What is the purchase price?       

	2. What is the reputation of the vendor and of the vendor’s goods or services?       

	3. Have you evaluated the quality of the vendor’s goods or services?       

	4. What is the extent to which the goods or services meet the UTHSCSA’s needs?       

	5. What is the vendor’s past relationship with the UTHSCSA?       

	6. What is the impact on the ability of the UTHSCSA to comply with laws and rules relating to Historically Underutilized Businesses and to the procurement of goods and services from persons with disabilities?       

	7. What is the total long term cost to the UTHSCSA of acquiring the vendor’s goods or services?       

	8. Are there any other relevant factors that a private business entity would consider in selecting a vendor? If so, list:       

	9. If the procurement relates to the repair of real property, in determining best value, the UTHSCSA shall consider the use of material that is not proprietary to a single vendor unless the UTHSCSA provides written justification in the procurement solicitation for use of the unique material specified.       


Best Value does not apply to professional services as defined by Section 2254.002, Government Code.

Reference: 
Texas Education Code, Section 51.9335
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